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Hi, kids! I’m Timmy. 
I’m part of a family 
of trucks that keeps 
neighborhoods clean.
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One day, Papa Truck took me to work with him. 

Any kind you want!  
Do you want to see 
what the trucks in 

our family do? 

You bet!

Soon it will be time to 
decide what you want to 
be when you grow up.

What kind of 
job can I do?
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I pick up household trash. 
Anything that people throw 
in the garbage that can’t 

be recycled. 
What do you 
pick up, Dad?

I take all of that trash to 
the landfill. 
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Can you help Papa get the trash to the landfill?

START 

FINISH 

Every year, we produce MILLIONS 
of TONS of trash! 

72 million tons 
of yard waste, 

food, and 
other garbage 

31 million tons 
of plastic

22 million tons 
of metal

71 million tons 
of paper and 
cardboard

Landfills can’t hold all of that trash. 
That’s why it’s important to recycle.
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Recycling keeps trash out of landfills 
and helps the planet. 

Timmy’s Uncle Ned picks up recycling.

Fill ’er up!  What happens to the stuff 
we recycle, Uncle Ned? 
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When we recycle, our old things get 
turned into new and useful things. 

New soda cans  

Newspapers

Newspapers

Plastic bottles

Metal cans

Used soda cans

Used cardboard

Bike parts

Egg 
cartons

Berry 
boxes Cereal boxes

Kitty litter

Jackets

Turn into

Turns into

Turn into

Turn into Turn into
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Grass clippings, leaves, and dead trees are 
called yard waste. Mama Truck picks up yard 
waste and takes it to the composting facility.

Composting is a form 
of recycling. 

Composting turns yard 
waste into fertilizer 
for plants and trees.

Are there more ways to keep 
trash out of landfills?
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There are lots of ways to reduce the amount of 
stuff we throw out. Here are a few:

Bring old clothes to 
a thrift store!

Make art out of used
paper towel rolls!

Use a tin can as a 
flower planter!

Use a shoebox to store 
school supplies!

So what kind of truck do you 
want to be, Timmy? 
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After I thought about 
what everyone said, I 
decided I want to be 

a recycling truck! That 
way I can help keep 
trash out of landfills!

 What kind of truck would you be?

Recycling Composting

Sanitation
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