
Be a Smell Detective
Use your nose — that’s how you’ll know 
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Have you ever smelled a funny smell around your house? 
Something that smells just like me, a rotten egg? That 
smell may be a warning, and if you smell it you can help 

keep your family safe around natural gas.  
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Natural gas has  
many uses in your home!  

Your family may use 
natural gas to cook.
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It can also be used 
for heating water, 

drying clothes, and 
keeping homes warm 

in the winter. 
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Natural gas is brought to your home by your local gas 
utility through underground pipes.
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It doesn’t happen very often, but if natural gas leaks from 
the pipes it can be very dangerous. Utilities add a rotten 

egg smell to the gas so you will know if there is a leak. 
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If you smell that rotten egg smell, 
tell an adult right away. If there is 
a gas leak, everyone should leave 
the house. Don’t stop to turn off 

lights, touch or anything electrical 
just get out quick
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Once you are outside, an adult should call 
911 or your utility’s gas emergency number.
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Don’t play around 
your stove, furnace, 
or hot water heater. 
It can be dangerous.
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If your parents are working on a project that requires 
digging, they should call 811 or your utility company 

before they start.
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Your utility company may come and put flags 
in your yard to mark where underground gas 
pipes are. Never pick up or move the flags.

SAMPLE



All homes should have a carbon monoxide detector. If 
yours goes off you should leave the house right away 

and have an adult call 911 once you are outside.
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It’s important to stay safe around natural gas!
So be a smell detective and if you smell gas tell a grown up!
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